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Additional Qualification Course Guideline for
Teaching Combined Grades

1. Infroduction

Additional Qualification courses support educators in creating a safe,
inclusive and welcoming learning environment and provide the context for
educators to explore the professional knowledge and practices needed, as
they strive to honour the strengths, interests and needs of every student.

Creating inclusive learning environments requires the commitment of all
partners — teachers, students, families, guardians, caregivers and the
community. This vision of inclusivity, as well as working to sustain it, requires
ongoing effort and shared responsibility. This involves collectively and
critically reflecting on the impact of policies, practices and processes on
inclusive learning environments.

The following critical reflections (Figure 1) may guide educators in creating
and sustaining a vision of inclusive education:
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Figure 1: Critical Reflections

2. Conceptual Framework

The Schedule C Teaching Combined Grades Additional Qualification course
guideline provides a conceptual framework for providers and instructors to
develop and facilitate the Schedule C Teaching Combined Grades course. This
guideline framework is intended to be a fluid, holistic and integrated
representation of key concepts associated with Teaching Combined Grades.

The Additional Qualification course guideline for Teaching Combined Grades
is organized using the following conceptual framework (Figure 2),
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Figure 2: Conceptual Framework

The Additional Qualification Course: Teaching Combined Grades employs a
critical, pedagogical lens to explore in a holistic and integrated manner
theoretical foundations, learning theory, program planning, development and
implementation, instructional design and practices, assessment and
evaluation, the learning environment, research and ethical considerations
related to teaching and learning within and across the divisions. Through
these explorations, candidates strengthen professional efficacy by gaining
in-depth knowledge, refining professional judgment and generating new
knowledge for practice.

Additional Qualification Course Implementation

Course providers, instructors and developers will use this Additional
Qualification guideline framework to inform the emphasis given to key
guideline concepts in response to candidates’ diverse professional contexts,
knowledge, skills and understandings.

Critical to the holistic implementation of this course is the modeling of a
positive learning environment that reflects care, diversity and equity from an
asset-based and ethical lens. This course supports the enhancement of
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professional knowledge, ethical practice, leadership and ongoing
professional learning.

The Ontario College of Teachers recognizes that candidates working in the
publicly funded school system, independent/private institutions or First
Nations schools will have a need to explore topics and issues of particular
relevance to the context in which they work or may work.

Provincial Context

The French language and the English language communities will also need to
implement these guidelines to reflect the unique contextual dimensions and
needs of each community. Each of these language communities will explore
the guideline content from distinct perspectives and areas of emphasis. This
flexibility will enable both language communities to implement Teaching
Combined Grades as understood from a variety of contexts.

Educators in Ontario work in varied and diverse educational contexts.
Educators may find themselves in a variety of educational settings such as: a
rural French language school, a Catholic school, an urban public school, a
First Nation school, a provincial school, a private or independent school.
Educators will reflect on the unique context of each community to enhance
learning, and well-being.

In this document, all references to “candidates” are to educators enrolled in
the Additional Qualification course. References to “learners” indicate those
enrolled in school programs.

3. Professional Identity and the Vision of the Learner

The professional identity of the Additional Qualification course instructor and
course candidates conveyed in this Additional Qualification course guideline
reflects the vision of the educator articulated in the Ethical Standards for the
Teaching Profession, the Standards of Practice for the Teaching Profession
and the Professional Learning Framework for the Teaching Profession, as well
as through Additional Qualification consultations.

This vision of the educator (Figure 3) positions professional educators as
innovative scholars and practitioners, critical pedagogues who forward social
and ecological justice, as well as:
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Figure 3: Vision of the Educator’

The learner conveyed in this Additional Qualification (Figure 4) is empowered,
independent, a democratic citizen, knowledgeable, creative, collaborative, a
critical thinker, ethical, reflective, accepting, inclusive, courageous, self-
efficacious, a problem-solver, and whose voice, perspectives and sense of
efficacy and agency are integral to shaping the teaching and learning
process.

' Note. From “The Foundations of Professional Practice,” by Ontario College
of Teachers, 2016, p. 16. Copyright 2016 by Ontario College of Teachers.
Reprinted with permission.

Ontario College of Teachers
Standards of Practice and Accreditation Department



Figure 4: Vision of the Learner

4. Regulatory Context

The College is the self-regulating body for the teaching profession in Ontario.
The College’s responsibility related to courses leading to Additional
Qualifications includes the following:

- |
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