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Accreditation Committee Decision Regarding the Program 
Application Submitted by the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education of the University of Toronto (OISE) 

Introduction 

The Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto (OISE), the 
“Faculty”, submitted a program change application on April 9, 2019 to modify the following 
programs of professional education: 

• Consecutive program of professional education with areas of study in 
Primary/Junior, Junior/Intermediate and Intermediate/Senior divisions, leading to a 
Master of Teaching (MT) degree 

• Consecutive program of professional education with areas of study in Primary/Junior 
divisions, leading to a Master of Arts in Child Study and Education (MA-CSE) degree 

On April 30, 2019, the Accreditation Committee, by virtue of the authority granted under 
Regulation 347/02, Accreditation of Teacher Education Programs, and, being informed by an 
accreditation substantial change panel of one appointed and one elected member of the 
Accreditation Committee that there is reason to believe that the provider substantially 
changed the character, duration or components of the programs of professional education, 
directed an accreditation panel be established to conduct a review to determine if the 
programs continue to qualify for accreditation. In accordance with the regulation, the two 
members of the initial review panel were excluded from both the accreditation panel and 
the Committee’s deliberations. 

In accordance with Regulation 347/02, the Accreditation Committee established an 
accreditation panel to: 

1. conduct a review of the aforementioned programs of professional education on the 
direction of the Accreditation Committee; and 

2. act in an advisory role to the Accreditation Committee by reporting to the Committee 
on its findings and making recommendations to the Committee with respect to the 
programs reviewed. 

The four-person accreditation panel met the requirements set out in Section 6 of the 
Accreditation Regulation and was comprised as follows: 

• two members of Council, two of whom were members of the Accreditation 
Committee, and at least one appointed member of Council 

• a roster member with experience in teacher education program evaluation 
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• a person who was nominated by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the 
University of Toronto (OISE) 

In making its recommendations, the panel reviewed the Application for Review of a Program 
Change submitted by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, which consisted of a self-
appraisal and supplemental information including course outlines. In addition, the panel 
reviewed the decision of the Accreditation Committee for general accreditation dated 
November 29, 2016. Excerpts from the core content alignment charts submitted by OISE in 
their 2016 submission were included for illustrative purposes. Given that the changes were 
explained in detail in documentation provided by the provider, the panel did not conduct a site 
visit at OISE. 

The College notified the public of the opportunity to make a submission to the panel 
regarding the proposed changes to the programs by notices on the College’s website and 
through social media. The panel considered the three public submissions received. 

Following the review, the accreditation panel compiled a draft report of its findings and 
recommendations for review by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the 
University of Toronto (OISE). The final panel report submitted to the Accreditation 
Committee considers the comments provided by the Dean in response to the draft report. 

The Accreditation Committee, by virtue of the authority granted under the Ontario College of 
Teachers Act, 1996, and Regulation 347/02, Accreditation of Teacher Education Programs, 
set out to determine if all programs of professional education in the application submitted 
by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto (OISE) continue 
to qualify for accreditation. 

In making its decision, the Accreditation Committee considered the Accreditation Panel 
Final Report dated July 25, 2019, a summary of factual change edits confirmed by the 
Faculty, the Panel Chair’s presentation to the Accreditation Committee and the regulatory 
requirements of Regulation 347/02, Accreditation of Teacher Education Programs. 
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Accreditation Requirement Findings 

The findings and reasons for the committee’s decision on whether the programs continue to 
qualify for accreditation and the facts on which it is based follow herein: 

Unchanged Requirements 

The Accreditation Committee accepts the attestation made by the Dean of the Ontario 
Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto (OISE) that there are no 
changes regarding the factual findings for Requirements 1, 1.1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 15. 
Accreditation Requirements 1, 1.1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 15 remain fully satisfied. 

Changed Requirements 

Based on the information reviewed by the committee, the Accreditation Committee finds 
that the program changes fully satisfy the remaining accreditation Requirements 3.1, 5, 6, 
10, 11 and 14 as they read on September 1, 2015, as follows: 

Requirement 3.1 

Based on the information reviewed, the Accreditation Committee finds that the programs, 
as modified, fully satisfy accreditation requirement 3.1. 

Course outlines, in conjunction with the core content alignment charts that align the 
Schedule 1 elements to the course content, continue to confirm that both programs enable 
teacher candidates to acquire knowledge and skills in all of the core content areas set out in 
Schedule 1 of the Accreditation Regulation as outlined in the Accreditation Resource Guide. 
In all cases when courses were removed or revised as part of the reported program change, 
course content relating to Requirement 3.1 was found in other courses; the removal or 
revision of courses from either program had no impact on the program’s satisfaction of 
accreditation requirements. 

Master of Arts in Child Study and Education (MA-CSE) 

In the MA-CSE Practice-Based Inquiry (PBI) field, the provider split a former full-credit 
course Professional Practice Project into two half-courses, one of which remains as a 
professionally accredited program component, Professional Practice Project: Role B. In the 
Accreditation Committee decision of November 2016, Inquiry-based Research, Data and 
Assessment to Address Student Learning, was the only element satisfied by this course. 
This element is satisfied by other courses in the program. Therefore, removal of half of the 
course has no effect on the program’s satisfaction of accreditation requirements. 

In the MA-CSE Research-Intensive Training (RIT) field, the provider removed the Research 
Methods and Thesis Preparation in Human Development and Applied Psychology course from 
the professionally accredited program components. In the Accreditation Committee 
decision of November 2016, Use of Educational Research and Data Analysis, was the only 



Page 5 

element satisfied by this course. This element is satisfied by other courses in the program. 
Therefore, removal of the course has no effect on the program’s satisfaction of 
accreditation requirements. 

In both fields, as part of the MA-CSE program change, the course weight for the Special 
Education course was doubled. The course has been expanded to incorporate an 
experiential learning task and online learning element with a corresponding increase in 
course hours. 

Master of Teaching (MT) 

In the three division bands Primary/Junior, Junior/Intermediate and Intermediate/Senior of 
the MT program, the course Reflective Teaching and Inquiry into Research in Education is 
renamed as Educational Research 1 and the course CTL7015H From Student to Professional 
which formed part of the professionally accredited program in 2016 has been removed. 
Course content analysis of Educational Research 1 confirms that this course satisfies 
elements 1 and 3 of Pedagogical and Instructional Strategies Knowledge (PISK). 

Use of Educational Research and Data Analysis and Inquiry-based Research, Data and 
Assessment to Address Student Learning. 

MT: Primary/Junior and Junior/Intermediate 

In the reconfiguration of courses in the Primary/Junior and Junior/Intermediate divisions, 
the modules formerly held in half-course Issues in Numeracy and Literacy are now quarter-
courses Issues in Numeracy and Issues in Literacy. These courses have been removed from 
the professionally accredited components in the MT Primary/Junior and Junior/Intermediate 
divisions programs. The removal of these courses from the program has no impact on the 
program’s satisfaction of accreditation requirements since course content relating to 
Requirement 3.1 was found in other courses in the 2016 Accreditation Committee decision. 
Specifically, content required to satisfy the elements formerly attributed to the Issues in 
Numeracy and Literacy course are found in the courses, Curriculum and Teaching in 
Mathematics and Curriculum and Teaching in Literacy. 

MT: Intermediate/Senior 

Other program changes involve the removal and replacement of specific foundation courses 
in the Intermediate/Senior divisions of the MT program. First, the course Issues in 
Secondary Education 2 has been removed from the professionally accredited program 
components. Elements from Schedule 1 formerly attributed to this course are addressed in 
other courses. In particular, elements pertaining to Professional Relationships with 
Colleagues and Knowledge of the Ontario Context are also addressed in the newly revised 
Educational Law course. 
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Secondly, the course Indigenous Experiences of Racism and Settler Colonialism in Canada: 
An Introduction replaces Issues in Secondary Education 1. In the 2016 accreditation review, 
Issues in Secondary Education 1 covered four main topics: Education and Reform, First 
Nations Métis and Inuit perspectives, Environmental Education and Student Engagement. 
An examination of the new course outline shows it deals exclusively with First Nations Métis 
and Inuit perspectives. Other elements of Schedule 1 formerly addressed in Issues in 
Secondary Education 1 include Child and Adolescent Development and Student Transitions; 
Mental Health, Addictions and Well-Being; Knowledge of the Ontario Context; Safe and 
Accepting Schools, Parent Engagement and Communication. These elements are addressed 
in the revised Educational Law course as well as in the existing courses dedicated to special 
education, mental health and adolescent development. 

Requirement 5 

Based on the information reviewed, the Accreditation Committee finds that the programs, 
as modified, fully satisfy accreditation requirement 5. 

All courses in both programs are classified as Methods, Foundations, Research or Practica 
courses. The changes to the courses as reported have not affected their classification. 
Changes to specific course names and course numbers do not change the basis of the 
requirement that the course content includes a combination of these types of courses. 

Requirement 6 

Based on the information reviewed, the Accreditation Committee finds that the programs, 
as modified, fully satisfy accreditation requirement 6. 

OISE’s Master of Arts (MA-CSE) and Master of Teaching (MT) programs combine credits for a 
program leading to professional certification and a Master degree in a single program. The 
College can only accredit the components of the program that fall under the Accreditation 
Regulation, which OISE describes as the “professionally accredited program components”. 

The reported changes to the format and structure of the programs include: 

• a reduction of the total credit count of the professionally accredited program 
components to 9.0 FCE (full-course equivalent) from 10 FCE 

• a removal of certain program-specific courses and electives 

• a splitting of half-courses (0.5 FCE), to quarter credit courses (0.25 FCE), in cases 
where the prior course was taught in two separate modules (MT program) [refer to 
Req 10] and a splitting of a former full-credit course into two half-courses (MA-CSE 
program) [refer to Req 3.1] 

• a doubling of a former half-credit course into a full credit course (MA-CSE program) 
[refer to Req 3.1] 
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• an alignment of practicum weighting between programs 

• a reconfiguration of the Educational Research course, formerly referenced in the 
2016 decision as Reflective Teaching and Inquiry into Research in Education and cited 
as a source of evidence for elements in Requirement 3.1 

• updates to program-specific courses 

The change in the credit count to both programs, and the changes to the courses are 
characterized as changes to the character or components of the programs. 

Both the Master of Teaching (MT) and the Master of Child Study and Education (MA-CSE) 
programs reduced the credit count of the professionally accredited program components to 
9.0 full-course equivalents (FCEs) from 10 FCEs. In both cases, this was accomplished by 
removing elective courses and other courses where there was no unique content related to 
accreditation. 

The MT program doubled the weight of their Practicum courses, to match the MA-CSE 
existing weighting and redistributed what was formerly two courses into one course per 
semester, for a total of four. These courses comprise the same four practice teaching 
sessions that existed previously, and the same number of practicum days as before. The 
number of practicum days did not change, only an alignment of the number of credits 
between the MT and the MA-CSE programs with 86 and 94 days of practicum respectively.  

A non-credit course in Mathematics is now mandatory for all Primary/Junior and Junior/ 
Intermediate candidates in the MT program. These candidates must successfully complete 
a non-credit seminar course Mathematics Concepts for Elementary Teacher Candidates (0.0 
FCE), also known as MathPlus, during their first session of registration. 

Requirement 10 

Based on the information reviewed, the Accreditation Committee finds that the programs, 
as modified, fully satisfy accreditation requirement 10. 

The Master of Teaching program has restructured two of the mandatory teaching method 
courses for the Primary/Junior divisions. Two courses which were formerly half-courses (0.5 
full-course equivalents, FCEs) have been divided to quarter credit courses (0.25 FCE), in 
cases where the prior course was taught in two separate modules. The modules formerly 
held in half-course Curriculum and Teaching in Music, Dance, and Drama (0.5 FCE) are now 
quarter-courses Curriculum and Teaching in Music and Dance (0.25 FCE) and Curriculum and 
Teaching in Drama and Dance (0.25 FCE). The modules formerly held in half-course 
Curriculum and Teaching in Visual Arts and Physical Education (0.5 FCE) are now quarter-
courses Curriculum and Teaching in Visual Arts (0.25 FCE) and Curriculum and Teaching in 
Physical Education (0.25 FCE).  
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For both the Primary/Junior and the Junior/Intermediate cohorts of the MT program, the 
Issues in Numeracy and Issues in Literacy courses have been removed from the 
professionally accredited program components. In the 2016 Accreditation Committee 
decision, these courses were listed as teaching method courses. 

As a result of the program changes, teacher candidates in the Primary/Junior divisions of 
the Master of Teaching program take the following method-related courses: Curriculum and 
Teaching in Literacy, Curriculum and Teaching in Mathematics, Curriculum and Teaching in 
Music and Dance, Curriculum and Teaching in Drama and Dance, Curriculum and Teaching in 
Science and Environmental Education, Curriculum and Teaching in Visual Arts, Curriculum 
and Teaching in Physical Education, Curriculum and Teaching in Social Studies and Aboriginal 
Education, as well as Integrating Technology into the Classroom: Issues and Activities and 
Supporting English Language Learners. 

As a result of the program changes, the candidates in the Junior/Intermediate divisions of 
the Master of Teaching program take the following method-related courses: Curriculum and 
Teaching in Literacy, Curriculum and Teaching in Mathematics, Curriculum and Teaching in 
the Arts (*includes music, visual arts & Health and Physical Education), Curriculum and 
Teaching in Science and Environmental Education, Curriculum and Teaching in Social Studies 
and Aboriginal Education and one teaching subject that is offered from a list of subject 
specialization courses. In addition, Integrating Technology into the Classroom: Issues and 
Activities and Supporting English Language Learners are mandatory teaching method 
courses.  

These teaching method courses continue to be appropriate in relation to the divisions to 
which they relate. 

Requirement 11 

Based on the information reviewed, the Accreditation Committee finds that the programs, 
as modified, fully satisfy accreditation requirement 11. 

There has been no change to the MA-CSE program affecting this requirement. There has 
been a change affecting the Intermediate/Senior divisions of the MT program only. A revised 
Educational Law course, replaces Educational Professionalism, Ethics and the Law. Course 
topics and assignments are comparable to the previously accredited version of the course.   

Requirement 14 

Based on the information reviewed, the Accreditation Committee finds that the programs, 
as modified, fully satisfy accreditation requirement 14. 

Recommendations provided by a visioning committee, and as a result of the University of 
Toronto Quality Assurance Cyclical Program Review Process, have informed these program 
changes. The OISE Academic Plan 2017-2022, approved by the UT Academic Board, which 
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provides a framework for OISE program development resulted in further input. The 
Accreditation Committee accepts that the information provided by OISE is an accurate 
account of its implementation of measures devoted to continuous improvement and quality 
assurance of the programs.   
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Decision of the Accreditation Committee 

For the reasons set out in the findings above, the Accreditation Committee confirms that the 
following programs, as modified, qualify for general accreditation without conditions until 
the existing expiry date of November 29, 2023 or for an amended period of time that is in 
accordance with Section 15 of Regulation 347/02, Accreditation of Teacher Education 
Programs: 

• Consecutive program of professional education with areas of study in 
Primary/Junior, Junior/Intermediate and Intermediate/Senior divisions, leading to a 
Master of Teaching (MT) degree 

• Consecutive program of professional education with areas of study in Primary/Junior 
divisions, leading to a Master of Arts in Child Study and Education (MA-CSE) degree 

Accreditation Committee 
Ontario College of Teachers 
September 17, 2019 
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